How to Make the Most of Studio Visits
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Why Studio Visits Matter

«Personal connection & context: A studio visit allows curators,
gallery directors, collectors or collaborators to see your work
in context — to understand your process, your working

environment, your ambitions.

*Tailored dialogue: It's an opportunity to have deeper, bespoke

conversations than a generic email or image pack can allow.

«Trust & credibility: Showing up prepared, transparent, and

confident builds trust in your professionalism.




Key Principles for a Successful
Visit



Know your work
and story

Be able to articulate
not just what your
works are, but why

you make them, how
they connect, where

they're going.

Presentation Tailor the visit

matters

Do your research on

who you are meeting.

What might they care
about? Which works
or processes would
resonate with them?

The way you frame
and document your
work is critical
(lighting, image
quality, sequencing).
A weak presentation
can distract from
strong ideas.

Balance
vulnerability and
confidence

Be honest about
challenges or
uncertainties in your
work—but show that
you're actively
thinking,
experimenting,
iterating. This shows
you are serious about
growth and open to

collaboration.

Create space for
dialogue

Let the visit be a
conversation, not just
a monologue. Engage
the visitor’s interests,

ask questions, and

respond to feedback.

Follow up

After the visit, send a
thank-you note, share
additional materials
promised, and
maintain the
relationship.




P re pa I‘i I'Ig fo r a n Task Why It’s Important Tips
I N- Pe rson Stu d io GlesiE onsanise A tidy, presentable environment ~ Clear away dust, tools, and

o o our sbace helps the visitor focus on your clutter. Maybe have works
V I S I t y P ideas, not distractions staged or open to view

Here's a step-by-step checklist to help you plan:
Not everything needs to be seen— Include works completed,

choose the ones most works in progress, and
representative sketches

Select which
works to show

Rehearse how you'll lead someone Practice time, transitions, what
Mock walkthrough

through the space you'll say
Prepare
P ) To back up your discussion with Bring a portfolio, images,
supporting ) .
) visuals or data process diagrams, and notes
materials
Things may break, noise ma . .
Plan for ) 8 y y Be ready with backup pieces or
. ) intrude, and parts of the work may
contingencies extra photos

be fragile




Preparing for an Online /
Virtual Studio Visit

Tips for virtual visits:

Use high-resolution images/videos of work, process, and detail. Blurry
or poorly lit images will weaken your presentation.

Sequence your visuals logically: from broader work to detail, from ideas
to experiments.

Use a screen-share or guided slide deck rather than improvising a
camera tour (unless your studio space is small and easily navigable).

Provide a studio or process tour video in advance if possible, so the
visitor becomes familiar with your space before the live session.

Test your tech (camera, microphone, internet connection) well in
advance.

Be ready to pivot: If visuals don’t load or the connection fails, have
backup images or send a PDF.

Keep the live session interactive—pause for questions, invite feedback,
and respond.



Common Challenges & How to Address
Them

Don’t Overwhelm Nerves
There may be too

Gaps in your narrative

, Studio visits are about Have backups, test, and If parts of your story or work are
many works or ideas to s ) :
how. Prioriti your process—not just don't be afraid to say underdeveloped, frame them as
show. Frioritize. the final piece “excuse me while | fix “questions I'm exploring” rather

that.”




Final Thoughts

Whether live or virtual—is not just about showing work; it's about
relationship, trust, and conversation. Your aim isn't to dazzle with everything
in your archive, but to provide a coherent, honest, evolving picture of your
practice. Be intentional in what you present, be open to feedback, and use
the meeting as a chance to connect, not just to impress.




